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BEETHOVEN

Piano Concertos: No. 2in B flat,
0p.19; No. 3 in C minor, Op. 37
Francois-Frédéric Guy (piano);
Radio France PO/Philippe Jordan
Naive V5179 65:00 mins

BBC Music Direct £13.70

These warm and meticulously
derailed performances find Frangois-
Frédéric Guy and Philippe Jordan
taking the opening movement of
the C minor Third Concerto ata
steady four-to-the-bar tempo that
allows them to give full weight to
the march-like main theme, and
especially its repeated-rhythm tail-
end (memorably transferred to the
timpani in the closing moments).

The slow movement is deeply
expressive, and the finale, sensibly
following on as an attacca, receives
an appropriately unhurried reading,
to. Only a couple of tiny details
mar the very high standard of the
performance as a whole. The first is of
little account, but ic’s a pity that a poor
edit momentary disturbs the flow of
the lef-hand partin a solo passage
near the start of the first movement’s
recapitulation; and Jordan’s treatment
of the Concerto’s ending, where
Beethoven wraps up proceedings with
a series of full-blooded cadences, is
curious. The cadences ought to be
rock-steady, but Jordan — presumably
in a misfired attempt to lend it greater
emphasis — delays the final hammer-
blow, and the effect ends up sounding
faintly comic.

These are, however, altogether
impressive accounts, with Guy

giving an imposing rendition of the
grandiose cadenza that Beethoven
supplied for No. 2 a full decade

after he’'d completed the work, and
responding well to the wit of the
final rondo. Warmly recommended,
even to those who already own
several versions of these much-
recorded works. Misha Donat
PERFORMANCE % % kK
RECORDING % Je v kK

WITH WARMTH AND WIT:
Francois-Frédéric Guy is
impressive playing Beethoven
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Beethoven's Piano Concerto No 2

Additional Recommendation
Piano Concertos - Nos 2 & 3

Francois-Frédéric Guy (pf) Radio France Philharmonic Orchestra / Philippe
Jordan

Naive V5179 (60' - DDD) Buy from Amazon

What a joy Francois-Frederic Guy’s performances are. Brilliant and direct in the
finest French tradition, they are also alive with passing felicities, whether
illuminating an early pioneering spirit or a change into what EM Forster once called
‘Beethoven’s C minor of life’. In the Second Concerto Guy’s exuberance and poetry go
hand in hand. The first movement’s startlingly original cadenza is played with
unfaltering assurance and the hushed magic with which Guy handles the main theme
of the central Adagio sounds a special note. A dazzling finale, too, finds ample time for
individual nuance and pointed characterisation, making his sense of contrast in the
Third Concerto all the more remarkable. Here both he and Jordan take a qualified
view of Beethoven’s con brio, conveying an atmosphere of foreboding, of minor-key
unease resolved in an inward-looking Largo where everything is experienced afresh.
The finale is unusually restrained but, again, there is nothing of the studio and

everything of a life experience. Guy’s reading ranks high in a crowded catalogue.

(2009)
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